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“W
e rejo

ice to
 an

n
o

u
n

ce th
at M

ary W
ard

’s In
stitu

te —
 th

e S
isters o

f th
e IB

V
M

an
d

 th
e S

isters o
f th

e C
o

n
gregatio

n
 o

f Jesu
s —

 n
o

w
 stan

d
 u

n
ited

 as o
n

e, in
fu

lfilm
en

t o
f o

u
r fo

u
n

d
ress M

ary W
ard

’s lo
n

g-ch
erish

ed
 d

esire. W
e celeb

rate
th

is h
isto

ric d
ay w

ith
 d

eep
 gratitu

d
e; to

 serve G
o

d
 as o

n
e b

o
d

y is b
o

th
 o

u
r jo

y
an

d
 o

u
r p

rivilege.
Th

is u
n

io
n

 is m
o

re th
an

 an
 ad

m
in

istrative step
; it is a sp

iritu
al m

ilesto
n

e —
 a sign

o
f fid

elity to
 th

e S
p

irit, w
h

o
 calls u

s to
 u

n
ity fo

r th
e sake o

f m
issio

n
. B

y
b

eco
m

in
g o

n
e, w

e affirm
 th

at o
u

r sh
ared

 ch
arism

 tran
scen

d
s an

y sep
aratio

n
,

an
d

 th
at o

u
r service to

 G
o

d
’s p

eo
p

le w
ill b

ear rich
er fru

it in
 co

m
m

u
n

io
n

. W
ith

h
u

m
ility, h

o
p

e, an
d

 co
u

rage, w
e m

o
ve fo

rw
ard

, read
y to

 b
e in

stru
m

en
ts o

f
p

eace, ju
stice, an

d
 freed

o
m

 in
 to

d
ay’s w

o
rld

.
M

ay th
is n

ew
 b

egin
n

in
g d

eep
en

 o
u

r w
illin

gn
ess to

 d
o

 G
o

d
’s w

ill an
d

 stren
gth

en
u

s to
 carry M

ary W
ard

’s visio
n

 in
to

 th
e fu

tu
re —

 b
rin

gin
g C

h
rist’s tru

th
,

co
m

p
assio

n
, an

d
 ju

stice to
 p

laces w
h

ere h
o

p
e is m

o
st n

eed
ed

.”
 


