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New Mulberry English Course
New Mulberry English Course is an easy-to-use integrated language and literature course. 
With grammar at its core, the course is based on sound language learning principles, 
literary content, multicultural themes and inclusive learning. � is new edition is completely 
aligned to the ICSE curriculum released in November 2016. � e reading passages and the 
tasks have been carefully chosen to a� ain the learning outcomes de� ned in the curriculum, 
employing the suggested transactional processes and learning resources.

Features of the ICSE Curriculum

� eme-based selections

Integration

Social-constructivist 
approach

Inclusivity

Life skills
Contextualization

• Selections curated from the ICSE reading 
list and aligned to the interdisciplinary 
themes recommended by the ICSE 
curriculum

• Learning is linked across various subject 
areas through activities and projects

Variety of learning 
experiences

• Wide range of tasks, such as projects, 
interviews, presentation, reports, posters etc.

• Projects involve learning by doing
• Research-based tasks

Spiralling

• Topics are carefully graded to provide 
a spiral of cumulative learning

• Universal themes, relevant to the learners 
• Content provides the fl exibility to be 

adapted to individual’s needs

Child-centred approach

• Course designed so as to develop skills 
required by the learners at each level

• Progresses from immediate to external 
environment, simple to complex, familiar 
to unfamiliar

• Caters to diff erent learning styles 
• Based on Howard Gardner’s theory of 

Multiple Intelligences 
• Promotes inclusivity and respect for all

• Integrated life skills such as communication, 
critical thinking, caring, self-awareness
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Course Features

Coursebooks
Primers A & B
Classes 1–8
• ICSE recommended 

selections—prose, poetry, 
drama and graphic stories

• ICSE curriculum suggested 
vocabulary, grammar, writing, 
and listening and speaking 
tasks

• Interdisciplinary integrate 
section 

• Intercurricular projects
• Life skills
• Posters that explore the 

elements of a story
• Special grammar revision

Workbooks
Classes 1–8
• ICSE based grammar and writing
• Multiple Intelligence based writing tasks
• Life skills
• Intercurricular projects
• Special grammar revision

Oxford Educate—
Digital support for 
teachers
• Animation and audio 
• Interactivities and slide 

shows 
• Video and worksheets
• Lesson plans
• Answer keys
• Test Generator

Teacher’s 
Resource Packs
Primers A & B
Classes 1–8
• Teacher’s Resource 

Books
• Audio CD
• Oxford Educate 

and Test Generator

Areal—
Digital 
support 
for students
• Animation 
• Audio 
• Interactivities 
• Slide shows 
• Video 

Intercurricular 
projects and the integrate 
sections blend language 

learning with other 
subjects such as GK, 
math, science and 

social science.

GK Math

Communication

Emotion

Logic
Science

Social 
science

Extracurricular  
activities

Th e course content 
takes into account 

Dr Howard Gardner’s 
theory of Multiple 
Intelligences that 

includes a focus 
on eight skills. 

Intrapersonal Visual-spatial

Linguistic Kinaesthetic

Musical

Math-logical Naturalistic

Interpersonal

Life Skills are 
categorized as  

communication, 
logic and emotion to 
encourage learning 

beyond 
the book. 
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Spot the not. Which of the following statements are not true?

• Cocoa is made from the seeds of the � eobroma Cacao tree. 

• � eobroma means food of the gods in Greek.

• � e majority of the world’s cocoa beans come from Africa.

• Cocoa is used to make white chocolate.

• � e Swiss eat the most chocolate.

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is about an eleven year old boy named Charlie Bucket 

who lives in a small house with his parents and four grandparents. Willy Wonka, a rather 

strange chocolatier, has hidden � ve golden tickets in chocolate bars. � ose who � nd the 

tickets win a visit to the chocolate factory and get a lifelong supply of chocolate. Four 

tickets have been found. Now let’s read what happens when Charlie tries for the last ticket 

with a few coins that he has.

Charlie entered the shop and laid the damp fi fty pence on the counter.

‘One Wonka’s Whipple-Scrumptious Fudgemallow Delight,’ he said, remembering how 

much he had loved the one he had on his birthday. 

� e man behind the counter looked fat and well-fed. 

He had big lips and fat cheeks and a very fat neck. 

� e fat around his neck bulged1 out all around the 

top of his collar like a rubber ring. He turned and 

reached behind him for the chocolate bar, and then 

he turned back again and handed it to Charlie. 

Charlie grabbed it, quickly tore off  the wrapper and took 

an enormous bite. � en he took another … and another 

… and oh, the joy of being able to cram2 large pieces of 

1bulged: stuck out in a round shape 2cram: push or force into a small space

The Miracle

MB6 Chapter 4.indd   62
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Word wall builds 
vocabulary through a variety 

of activities based on the 
ICSE syllabus.

Intercurricular projects 
mapped across 
subject areas.

Posters capture the 
elements of a story in an 
interactive and fun way.

Grammar time 
introduces grammar topics 

that are based on the 
ICSE syllabus.

Coursebook Structure 
Each coursebook has selections from a variety of genres and are organized into ten prose, six 
poems, one play and one graphic story, based on the ICSE syllabus. Six of the twelve are new 
prose units. 

In-text questions 
comprise factual, 

inferential and 
vocabulary questions 

related to the text.

IN-TEXT QUESTIONS

Making connections 
comprises factual, inferential 
and extrapolative questions 

in diff erent formats.

Integrate section 
suggests intercurricular 
activities related to the 

chapter.
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Heidi looked carefully round the room, and asked, ‘Where am I 
to sleep, grandfather?’

‘Wherever you like,’ he answered.

Heidi began to explore all the nooks and corners to fi nd out 
where it would be pleasantest to sleep. 

In the corner, near her grandfather’s bed, she saw a short ladder against the wall. She climbed 
up and found herself in the hayloft3. � ere lay a large heap of fresh sweet-smelling hay, while 
through a round window in the wall she could see right down the valley.

‘I shall sleep up here, grandfather,’ she called down to him, ‘It’s lovely, up here. Will you bring 
me up a sheet?’

‘All right,’ said the grandfather. He went to the cupboard, and after rummaging4 about 
inside he drew out a long, rough piece of cloth, which was all he had for a sheet. He 
carried it up to the loft, where he found 
Heidi had already made quite a nice bed 
by herself. She had put an extra heap 
of hay at one end for a pillow. It looked 
now as tidy and comfortable a bed as 
you could wish for. 

‘I wish it was night, so that I might get 
inside it at once,’ said Heidi.

‘I think we might have something to eat 
fi rst,’ said the grandfather.

‘Yes, I think so too,’ replied Heidi.

‘Let us go down then,’ said the old man. 

Downstairs, he fi lled a bowl with milk 
and brought it to Heidi with a large 
slice of bread and a piece of golden 
cheese and told her to eat. Heidi lifted 
the bowl with both hands and drank till 
it was empty.

3hayloft: a room directly under the roof for storing hay and straw 4rummaging: searching hurriedly

Which word tells us that 
Heidi is happy?
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Quick answers

1.  � e people in a story are called characters. Name four characters we read about in this story.
2. Write true (T) or false (F) for the sentences given below.

a. Matilda was a noisy child.

b. Matilda was a spoiled child.

c. Matilda was polite.

d. Matilda understood everything that she read.

‘I loved it,’ she said to Mrs Phelps. ‘Could you 
choose another for me?’ 

With Mrs Phelps help, Matilda read lots and lots 
of famous books.

‘Some writers say a lot of things I don’t 
understand,’ Matilda said to Mrs Phelps.

‘A good writer will always make you feel that,’ Mrs 
Phelps said. ‘Don’t worry about the bits you can’t 
understand. Sit back and allow the words to wash 
around you, like music.’  

‘Did you know,’ said Mrs Phelps, ‘that libraries 
allow you to borrow books and take them home?’ 

‘I didn’t know that,’ said Matilda. 

From then on, Matilda would visit the library only once a week in order to take out new books 
and return the old ones. Her own small bedroom now became her reading-room.  � rough the 
stories she read, Matilda travelled all over the world while sitting in her little room in a village.

Extract taken from Matilda

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Roald Dahl (1916—1990) was a British writer and a poet. He was also a pilot in the 
Air Force. He once said, ‘If you have good thoughts they will shine out of your face 
like sunbeams and you will always look lovely.’ 

MB3 Chapter 3.indd   44 7/21/17   9:31 PM
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a. with faults  b. cold and uncomfortable  c. started  d. dull  e. disliked

GRAMMAR TIME

 c. A person who reads a lot.

  book  

 d. A book of blank pages in which we draw. 

   book 

 e. A book of lined pages in which we write. 

   book

 f. A book used for the study of a subject. 

   book

 g. A book of recipes. 

   book

 h. A book of blank pages for sticking cuttings, drawings, or pictures in.

   book

2. From the story, fi nd words opposite in meaning to the words given below.

Going to + action word

Read these sentences.
 ➤ Matilda is going to borrow books from the library.
 ➤ Mrs Phelps is going to give Matilda a new book.

We use going to + action word to talk or write about the future. We use going to when we 
plan to do something. 
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Project 2

Learning Goals

Create and tell a graphic (picture) story about how seeds grow

Observe and learn how plants grow from a seed

Work together to measure, draw, write and communicate

Step one:  Discuss all the things that a plant needs to grow. 

Step two: Find the right space or container to grow a plant. Add the right type 
of soil and plant quick growing seeds (beans/spinach/ coriander/ marigold etc).  
Make sure your seeds get enough sunshine and water.

Step three: Take care of your seeds and watch them grow. From week to week, 
observe and measure how your seeds grow. Write about the way they grow using 
sequencing word such as: fi rst, next, then, after that, after a few weeks, and fi nally. 
Measure and draw the diff erent stages of their growth. You can make a popsicle 
measuring stick and use it.
First           After that 

         

Next                               After a few weeks 

                              

� en                                               Finally 

                                               

Step three: Create a comic strip that tells the story of a seed. Share the story with your 
class, at home and at open day in school.

SEED STORY

152
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Reference to context
3. At the age of four, she naturally began wanting books.
 a. Who began wanting books?
 b. What could she do before the age of four?
 c. How did she read the only book in the house?
4. I’m wondering what to read next,’ said Matilda.
 a. Where was Matilda?
 b. Why was she wondering what to read next?
 c. Who helped her choose another book?

Read, ref  lect and write
5. Why do you think the children’s books were on the lower shelves of the library?

6. What did Matilda do whenever she visited the library?

7. How did Mrs Phelps help Matilda become a better reader?

8.  � e story tells us that through the stories she read, Matilda travelled all over the world 
while sitting in her little room in a village. How can we travel through a story?

Integrate

To print books, we use machines called printing presses. � e printing press was invented 
by a man named Johannes Gutenberg. Look around you and write down the names of 
machines that you use in your everyday life. Find out who invented these machines. Share 
the information with your classmates.

WORD WALL

Be a book detective
1. Use the clues given below to complete the ‘book’ words. 
 a. A piece of furniture with shelves to hold books.  

  book 

 b.  A piece of thick paper that we put between the pages of a 
book to help us go to that page again quickly.

  book 
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Inside A Story

In a garden over 
many days

Girl       

Squirrels        

Beginning: How did the story start?
Tucket was shiny and strong

Middle: What was the problem?
Tucket was thrown aside.

End: What was the 
solution

Tucket was useful and 
happy again.

Tucket

Characters

Plot

Settings

Where and when the story 
happens

The people, animals or 
things that take part in a 

story

Events that happen in the story
Inside A Story

© Oxford University Press 2018
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1. Choose the right answer.
 a. � e poet knows that dinosaurs were very large because
  i. he has one in his garage. 
  ii. he has been told they were big. 
  iii. he has seen the biggest one. 
 b. � e parts of the dinosaur described in the poem are
  i. eyes, legs, stomach and neck. 
  ii. eyes, stomach and neck. 
  iii. eyes, stomach, back and neck. 
 c. � e poet would
  i. like to see a dinosaur. 
  ii. like to have a dinosaur in his garage. 
  iii. not like to see a dinosaur. 

2. Read these lines and answer the questions that follow. 
 � e dinosaur, an ancient beast,
 I’m told, was very large.
 His eyes were as big as tennis balls,
 His stomach was bigger than a garage.

a. Why is the dinosaur called an ‘ancient beast’?
b. How big were the dinosaur’s eyes?
c. What is the dinosaur’s stomach compared to? 

3.  � e poet says the dinosaur’s neck is ‘as long as Friday’. Do you think that Fridays are long? 
4. What is the poet glad about? Why do you think this thought makes him glad?

Here are a few more examples of comparisons.

Comparisons
Comparing things can be very interesting. In the poem, the poet says that the dinosaur’s eyes were 
‘as big as tennis balls’, its stomach was ‘bigger than a garage’ and its neck was ‘as long as Friday’.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

APPRECIATION
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 c. How did she read the only book in the house?
4. I’m wondering what to read next,’ said Matilda.
 a. Where was Matilda?
 b. Why was she wondering what to read next?
 c. Who helped her choose another book?

Read, ref  lect and write
5. Why do you think the children’s books were on the lower shelves of the library?

6. What did Matilda do whenever she visited the library?

7. How did Mrs Phelps help Matilda become a better reader?

8.  � e story tells us that through the stories she read, Matilda travelled all over the world 
while sitting in her little room in a village. How can we travel through a story?

Integrate

To print books, we use machines called printing presses. � e printing press was invented 
by a man named Johannes Gutenberg. Look around you and write down the names of 
machines that you use in your everyday life. Find out who invented these machines. Share 
the information with your classmates.

WORD WALL

Be a book detective
1. Use the clues given below to complete the ‘book’ words. 
 a. A piece of furniture with shelves to hold books.  

  book 

 b.  A piece of thick paper that we put between the pages of a 
book to help us go to that page again quickly.

  book 
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Grammar at a Glance 
aids grammar revision 

through graphic 
representation.

Grammar at a Glance

Common nouns name any people, 
places, animals or things.

Countable nouns are nouns 
you can count.

Countable nouns may be singular or plural. We add –s or –es to make plural form.

When a word ends with y, we change y to –ies.
fl y              fl ies                             study               studies

NAMING WORDS

bird

girl

bag
school

Greenview High 
School

Tommy

Kipgen

Proper nouns are exact names. � ey name 
a specifi c person, place, animal or thing.

Uncountable nouns are nouns you cannot 
count, such as water, sugar, juice and grass.

one girl

three blocks
But we can say: a glass 
of juice, three slices of 
bread, two buckets of 
water, a spoon of sugar.

bee mango                                          mangoes      bees

Naming words are called nouns. Nouns are names of people, places, animals and 
things. Rohan, New Delhi, cat and table are all nouns.

xx11
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Warm-up gets 
learners ready 

for learning.

Say it right! guides 
learners towards bett er 

pronunciation. 

Appreciation 
introduces learners 

to poetic devices and 
literary elements.
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2.  A and an have not been used correctly in some of the following sentences. 
Find the sentences with errors in them. Rewrite them as correct sentences.

 a. � ere is an kitten in the house.

 b. � ere is an insect on the fl oor.

 c. � ere is an glass on the table. 

 d. My brother sleeps in a cot.

 e. I have an watermelon. 

 f. Mother drives an car.

 g. Manu wants a apple.

 h. � ere is an owl on that branch.  

SAY IT RIGHT!
Read this sentence.

� She tells me a story every day. 

Notice the sound /ay/* in the word day.

Sometimes when the letters a and y come together in a 
word, they make the sound /ay/, as in the word day.

1. Listen to these words and repeat them after your teacher. 

play  pay  way  away  may  ray

2.  Find and write down two words from the story that have the sound /ay/, as 
in the word day.

 a. __________________       b. __________________

*In this book, letters written in parallel lines // denote sounds, not letters of the alphabet.

2- Priya's Friend.indd   32 8/3/17   7:42 PM
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SAY IT RIGHT!
Read this sentence.

� Susan laughs. 

Notice the sound /gh/ in laughs.

Sometimes when the letters g and h come together, they make the sound 
of letter f, as in the word raft.

1. Listen to these words and repeat them after your teacher.

rough  tough  enough

2. Look at the pictures and fi ll in the blanks.

 a. lau _______ b. cou _______ 

LET US WRITE 

Susan does so many diff erent activities. � ink of your favourite activity. 
Write three sentences about it.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

5-Susan Laughs.indd   56 8/3/17   9:08 PM

Let us write covers 
the writing topics 

recommended by ICSE 
through guided tasks. 
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LET US DO

 a. ______________  b. ______________

� e le� ers o and w make 
a di� erent sound when 
they are next to each 
other in some words 
such as snow and bowl.bowl.

Look at this picture of Miss Moppet’s house. � ere are many objects lying around 
in her house. Find the objects listed below and colour them in the picture. 

In the sentence given above, notice the sound /ow/ 
in the word own.

1.  Listen to these words and repeat them after 
your teacher.

row  grow  arrow  window  show  low

2.  Look at the pictures given below and write down two words that make the 
same /ow/ sound as in own. 

a cat a banana a doll an apple a bowl a lamp

4-Miss Moppet.indd   49 8/3/17   8:49 PM

Let us do has a variety 
of exercises to encourage 
communication through 

individual, pair and 
group work.
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TEACHER’S RESOURCES
The Teacher’s Resource Pack provides teachers with pedagogical notes, handy lesson plans, listening scripts and answer keys. 
It comprises a Teacher’s Resource Book and an Audio CD containing listening and poem audio.

FEATURES OF OXFORD EDUCATE:

• Animation for poems and prose
• Audio for prose, poetry, graphic stories, plays, pronunciation and listening tasks

• Slide shows to explain concepts
• Worksheets for practice in the classroom (printable)
• Interactivities for active learning 
• Short animation to explain diffi  cult words

• Video to guide learners towards better writing
• Comprehension passages for practice in the classroom 
• Lesson plans (printable)
• Answer keys for each unit (printable)

Oxford Educate is an innovative digital resource that provides teachers with an e-book integrated with learning materials and 
interactive tools. The package also includes an easy-to-use Test Generator for generating test papers and worksheets.

Oxford  
is a magical app 
that makes your 
textbook come 
alive! The digital 
content can be 
accessed through 
the  icon 
marked on the 
relevant pages.

4 Tap GET THIS BOOK. 5 Tap SCAN and scan any page that has the   icon. Tap 
DOWNLOAD to save the Oxford Areal content for that page.

Setting up and using the free Oxford Areal app is easy. Simply follow the steps given below.

Oxford AREAL 
contains

2 31 Search and install the 
free Oxford Areal app 
from the App Store 
(iOS)/Play Store (Android).

Run the app 
and locate your 
book using the 
SEARCH box.

Tap the 
book 
cover to 
select it.

Once you have scanned and downloaded a page, you will be able 
to view the digital content linked to it offl  ine. To do so, simply tap 
the cover of the book and then the scanned page. To scan a new 
page, tap SCAN.

6

• Animati on for poems, prose and graphic stories
• Slide shows
• Audio and video

• Interacti viti es for vocabulary and grammar

MULBERRY ENGLISH COURSE BOOK 1 MULBERRY ENGLISH COURSE BOOK 2

MULBERRY ENGLISH COURSE BOOK 6 MULBERRY ENGLISH COURSE BOOK 7

MULBERRY ENGLISH COURSE BOOK 1 MULBERRY ENGLISH COURSE BOOK 2

MULBERRY ENGLISH COURSE BOOK 6 MULBERRY ENGLISH COURSE BOOK 7

Workbook Links
At each level, the Coursebook unit is complemented by a 
corresponding Workbook unit. In addition to comprehension 
passages, the Workbooks provide practice for grammar, writing 
and study skills. Th e Workbooks also contain Assessment practice 
and interdisciplinary projects.
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� e articles a and an are used for any person, place, animal or thing.  

A goes before singular nouns that start with consonant sounds. 

Examples: We climbed a tree. 

             
    I have a uniform. 

An goes before singular nouns that start with vowel sounds. 

Examples: An ant bit me.

             
    I will eat an apple. 

A and an do not go before uncountable nouns. We use some.

Examples: I want some water.

             
    Please give me some sugar. 

Articles: A, an and the

Read these sentences.

➤ An emperor got a gift.

➤ I can’t bring the gift inside.

We say an emperor because the word emperor begins with a vowel sound.

We say a gift because the word gift begins with a consonant sound. 

We say an emperor and a gift in the fi rst sentence because 

we are talking about them for the fi rst time. 

We say the gift in the second sentence because we know 

which gift we are talking about: the one that the 

emperor got. 

Singular means one.

Plural means more 

than one.

 
Vowel Consonant

First time an 
a

Second time the 
the

GRAMMAR TIME

A, an and the are articles. Articles are words that go before nouns.

MB3 Chapter 2.indd   38
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GRAMMAR TIME

Coursebook
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Grammar time 

Articles: a, an and the
 4. Write a or an before these words. 

 a. ................. zebra b. ................. umbrella

 c. ................. hour   d. ................. windmill 

 e. ................. owl  f. ................. year 

 g. ................. acorn  h. ................. leaf 

 i. ................. uniform  j. ................. ambulance  

 5. Fill in the blanks with a, an or some. 

a. Once upon ................... time, there was a man named Solomon.  

b. May I have ................... butter on my toast?

 person, place, animal or thing.  
 are articles. Articles are words that go before nouns.

 are used for any person, place, animal or thing.  

 goes before singular nouns that start with consonant sounds. 
Singular means one.

Singular means one.

Singular
A, an and the are articles. 

Grammar time 

Workbook
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Grammar at a Glance

11

NAMING WORDS

Naming words can be one or many. Sometimes we add the le� er s to 
naming words to show more than one.

A naming word is the name of an animal, a place, a person or a thing.

giraff e desert boy sunfl ower

One and many

one fl ower  many fl owers one car       many cars one ball  many balls

one bird     many birds one cup     many cups
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ACTION WORDS

IS AND ARE

I, HE, SHE AND WE

I SheHe We

When we talk of one 
thing, we use is.

When we talk of more than 
one thing, we use are.

� is is a cub. � ese are cubs.

An action word tells 
us what someone or 
something is doing.

dance
skip

cookrun

12
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THIS AND THAT

THIS AND THESE

THAT AND THOSE

We use this to talk about one thing near us.
We use that to talk about one thing far from us.

We use this to talk about one thing that is close to us.
We use these to talk about many things that are close to us.

We use that to talk about one thing that is far away from us.
We use those to talk about many things that are far away from us.

� is is a parrot. � at is an owl.

� is is a seal. � ese are seals.

� at is a little plant. � ose are little plants.

13
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DESCRIBING WORDS

JOINING WORDS

IN, ON AND UNDER

in a nest on a car under an umbrella

A joining word is used to join two words in a sentence. � e word 
and is a joining word.

Rohit is dancing. Sneha is dancing.

Rohit and Sneha are dancing. 

14

an empty basket a yellow car
A describing word is a word that 
tells us something about a person, 
place, thing or an animal.

a cute dog a round ball a new watch
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Colour the shapes in the shape house below. Colour the shapes in the shape house bel

Inside Aisha’s House 1
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Now let us look at Aisha’s house and � nd out how she spends time with her family.

16

Now let us look at Aisha’s house and � nd out how she spends time with her family.

This is Aisha’s bedroom. Aisha loves to look out of the window 
before going to sleep. 

� is is the bathroom. Aisha brushes her teeth twice a day. 
She does not waste water while bathing.

1-  Inside Aisha's house.indd   16 18/12/17   6:45 pm
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� is is the living room. Here, Aisha watches the best TV show, 
‘� e Little Monkey’, with her family.

� is is the kitchen. Aisha’s 
mother and father make 
yummy food together.

� is is the dining room. Aisha, her little brother, 
Rinkoo, Mother and Father sit and eat delicious1 
food together. Sometimes, Rinkoo chews his 
food noisily. � en Aisha shows him the proper 
way of eating.

1delicious: tasty
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Quick answers
1.  Put a tick () against the correct answer.
 a. What can you see in the bedroom?

 b. What can you see in the bathroom?

 c. How many rooms are there in Aisha’s house?

  i. 4 

  ii. 5 

2.  What does Aisha do when Rinkoo chews his food noisily? 
Put a tick () against the correct answer.

 a. She joins him and starts chewing her food noisily too. 

 b. She shows him how to eat properly. 

 c. She complains to her parents. 

i.

i.

ii.

ii.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

1-  Inside Aisha's house.indd   18 18/12/17   6:45 pm
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� ings in a house
1.  Match the correct words to the pictures.
 a. i. cushion

  ii. bed

  iii. sofa

 b. i. door

  ii. curtain

  iii. window

 c. i. stove

  ii. oven

  iii. cups and saucers

 d. i. chair

  ii. table

  iii. stool

Read, ref lect and write

3.  Do you like Aisha’s house? Why or why not? 

4.  An igloo is also a type of house. So is a cave! How many kinds of houses do you 
know about? Discuss in the classroom.

Integrate

5.  We have seen what is inside Aisha’s house. Now, tell us what you have seen at 
your friend’s or neighbour’s house. You can start by telling us about the house.

WORD WALL

1-  Inside Aisha's house.indd   19 18/12/17   6:45 pm
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Naming words
Look at the pictures given below.

cupboard schoolhousecat

umbrella boygirlcup

All these words are examples of naming words.

� ere are two types of naming words. Some are called common names while others 
are called exact names.

1.  Circle the naming words in the following sentences.
 a. � e elephant wants a friend.
 b. � e frog jumps into the pond.
 c. � e lion sleeps in the cave.
 d. Children go to school every day.
 e. � e man with the drum is my father.

GRAMMAR TIME

Naming words are the names given to animals, places, things and people.

1-  Inside Aisha's house.indd   20 18/12/17   6:45 pm
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Let us look at some examples of common and exact names.

Common names Exact names

girl Ankita

boy Imran

elephant Jumbo

dog Goofy

building Taj Mahal

planet Earth

city Mumbai

book � e Jungle Book

Common names are the names of people, animals, places and things in 
general. A common name does not begin with a capital le� er unless it is 
the � rst word of a sentence.

Exact names are the special names given to people, animals, places and 
things. An exact name begins with a capital le� er.
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2.  � e word kite rhymes with the word white. Can you think of a word that 
rhymes with each of the words below?

 a. line  c. bite 
 b. mile  d. pipe 

Read this sentence.

‰ Aisha likes to watch the TV show, ‘� e Little Monkey’.

Notice the sound of the letter i in like.

SAY IT RIGHT!

1.  Listen to these words and repeat them after your teacher.

kite white nine ripe

fi le lime chime smile

Sometimes when there is a silent e at the end of a word, the vowel i 
takes the sound of the word eye.

2.  Circle the common names and underline the exact names in the short story 
given below.

Getting Ready for School

Every morning I wake up, brush my teeth and take 
a bath. I get dressed and go downstairs to eat 
breakfast. My pet, Momo, waits for me at the 
dining table. I like to eat porridge for breakfast. 
Porridge makes me strong. Rimi, my sister, 
is younger to me. She loves to eat porridge too.

After I fi nish my breakfast, I pack my bag just in 
time for Mr Borit, our bus driver, to take us to school.

1-  Inside Aisha's house.indd   22 18/12/17   6:45 pm
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Paste photographs of your family members on the family tree below. 
Write their names below the photographs.

LET US DO

1-  Inside Aisha's house.indd   23 18/12/17   6:45 pm



Have you seen a spider moving on a wall? Let us read 
a poem about a spider who climbed up a spout1.

� e itsy bitsy

climbed up the water spout.

Down came the rain

and washed the  out.

Out came the

and dried up all the rain

and the itsy bitsy

climbed up the spout again.

Itsy Bitsy Spider

1spout: a pipe that carries rainwater from roof to ground

24
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1.  Number the pictures in the correct order. One has been done for you.

2.  Put a tick () against the correct answer.
 a. What does the spider climb?

   i. ii.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

   i. ii.

 b. � e spider gets washed out because of the 

  i. rain ii. sun

 c. � e spider is able to climb the water spout again

  i. when the sun comes out 

  ii. when the moon comes out

a

1- Poem- Itsy Bitsy Spider.indd   25 16/12/17   4:48 pm
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� ink of two rhyming words for each of the following words. Write them in the 
space given.

 1. cat  

 2. tree  

 3. fan  

3.  How do you think the spider feels when he is able to climb up the spout again? 
Talk about it in class. 

4. Do you like rains? Talk about what you like to do when it rains.

APPRECIATION

� e word sun rhymes with the word fun. Here are some more rhyming words.

rain train

spout snout

kite bite

glue shoe

1- Poem- Itsy Bitsy Spider.indd   26 16/12/17   4:49 pm
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2Priya’s Friend 

Name some fun activities that you do with your friends.
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Look at the pictures of some friends. 

2- Priya's Friend.indd   27 18/12/17   7:34 pm
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Let us now read a story about a girl called Priya who has a very special friend.

� is is Priya’s class.

‘We will talk about friends today,’ says Teacher. 

‘Soni is my best friend. I play with her,’ says Soma.

‘My grandmother is my best friend. She tells me a story every 
day,’ says Avi.  

‘My friend is so big he can cover the sun. He is so big he can 
hide the moon. He has curly green hair. He sways1 in the wind. 
He protects me from the rain. He protects me from the hot sun,’ says Priya. 

Everyone wants to meet Priya’s friend. Priya takes them to the school garden. 

Who is Avi’s 
best friend?best friend?

1sways: moves slowly from side to side
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MAKING CONNECTIONS

Quick answers
1. Put a tick () against the correct answer.

 a. Where does the story take place? 
    i. in Priya’s classroom  ii. at Priya’s home 

 b. Who is Soma’s best friend?
    i. Soma’s grandmother  ii. Soni    

  iii. Avi 

 c. He has curly green hair.
  What do you think  ‘curly green hair’ means?
     i. trunk of the tree 

   ii. branches of the tree 

  iii. leaves of the tree 

She points to a big tree. It is the banyan tree. 

All the children play with Priya’s friend! 
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 d. Which of the following can Priya’s friend do?
   i. talk to Priya 

   ii. tell Priya a story 

  iii. protect her from the rain and the hot sun 

2.  Put a tick () against the sentences that are true and put a cross () against 
those that are false.

 a. Avi’s grandmother sings songs to her.  

 b. Priya’s friend is a small plant.  

 c. Priya’s friend lives in the school garden. 

Read, ref lect and write
3. Write three things that Priya’s friend can do.

4. How do trees help us? Talk about it in the classroom. 

Integrate

5.  Plant seeds of basil (tulsi) in your kitchen garden or a small pot in the house. 
Keep it in sunlight and keep the soil moist. � en, make observations and draw 
once in seven days to show how the plant grows.

WORD WALL

Parts of a tree
1. Label the parts of the tree with the words given in the box.

roots  branch  fruit  trunk  leaves
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GRAMMAR TIME

A and an
Read the following sentences.

‰ Priya points to an apple.                               ‰ Priya points to a tree.   

•  We use an in front of words that begin with vowel sounds. � e fi ve vowels are 
a, e, i, o, u.

                          an ant               an ice cream                 an aeroplane

• We use a in front of words that do not begin with vowel sounds. 

                        a lemon                   a clock                           a candle

a. _______ egg   f. _______ umbrella

b. _______ shoe  g. _______ kite

c. _______ onion  h. _______ bowl 

d. _______ axe i. _______ cake

e. _______ orange j. _______ igloo

a. _______ egg   f. _______ umbrella

b. _______ shoe  g. _______ kite

c. _______ onion  h. _______ bowl 

d. _______ axe i. _______ cake

e. _______ orange j. _______ igloo

1. Fill in the blanks with a or an.
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2.  A and an have not been used correctly in some of the following sentences. 
Find the sentences with errors in them. Rewrite them as correct sentences.

 a. � ere is an kitten in the house.

 b. � ere is an insect on the fl oor.

 c. � ere is an glass on the table. 

 d. My brother sleeps in a cot.

 e. I have an watermelon. 

 f. Mother drives an car.

 g. Manu wants a apple.

 h. � ere is an owl on that branch.  

SAY IT RIGHT!
Read this sentence.

� She tells me a story every day. 

Notice the sound /ay/* in the word day.

Sometimes when the letters a and y come together in a 
word, they make the sound /ay/, as in the word day.

1. Listen to these words and repeat them after your teacher. 

play  pay  way  away  may  ray

2.  Find and write down one word from the story that has the sound /ay/, as 
in the word day.

 __________________

*In this book, letters written in parallel lines // denote sounds, not letters of the alphabet.
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LET US DO

 Bring four diff erent kinds of leaves to the classroom and paste them in the 
squares given below.
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What do you say a� er you � ght with someone? Tick the correct answer below.What do you say a� er you � ght with someone? Tick the correct answer belo

The Old Man and 
his Sons 3

 • Th ank you 

 • Sorry 

 • Goodbye 

Now let us read a story about an old man who gives a wonderful lesson to his sons.

An old man had three sons. Th ey did not love one another. Th ey kept fi ghting all 
the time. Th is made the old man very sad.

How many sons did the 
old man have?
How many sons did the 
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One day the old man called his sons. He brought 
a bundle of sticks. He said, ‘Here is a bundle of 
sticks. Break the bundle.’

Each of the sons tried to break the bundle, but 
they could not!

� en the old man untied the bundle. He gave one 
stick to each of his sons and said, ‘Try to break 
your sticks.’ 

Now they broke their sticks very easily.

� e old man said, ‘My boys, you have seen that you cannot break the sticks when 
they are tied with a string. But you can break them when they are separated. � is is 
the strength of unity. If you are united, nobody will be able to harm you. So do not 
fi ght with each other. Try to live in peace. � en you will all be happy.’

What could the sons not 
break? What were they 
able to break easily?
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Quick answers

Read, ref lect and write

1.  Put a tick () against the correct answer.
 a. How many sons did the old man have?
  i. one 

  ii. two 

  iii. three 

 b. What had the old man brought?

  i. a bundle of sticks 

  ii. a bouquet of fl owers 

  iii. a basket of fruit 

 c. What broke easily?

  i. a single stick 

  ii. a crayon 

  iii. a fl ower pot 

2.  Put a tick () against the sentences that are true and put a cross () against 
those that are false.

 a. Th e old man’s sons kept fi ghting with each other. 

 b. Th e sons could not break the bundle of sticks. 

 c. Th e old man broke the bundle of sticks. 

 d. Th e old man told his sons to be united. 

3.  Why do you think the old man wanted to teach his sons about unity?

4.  Do you think your elders give you good advice? Talk about it in the classroom.

MAKING CONNECTIONS
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Family members
We read a story about a father and his sons. Let us look at some more people in 
a family. Look at the picture of Namrata’s family given below and use the words 
in the box to fi ll in the blanks.

WORD WALL

Integrate

5.  We read in the story about the family of the old man. Now tell your friends or 
the class about your family. You can tell who all are there in your family, whether 
you have a brother/sister or not, the games you play together, and so on.

grandmother    grandfather    mother    father    pet

My name is Namrata. My 

family and I love playing 

carrom. Usually, I sit in 

my  ’s 

lap to play carrom. My 

little brother sits in my 

 ’s lap. 

Our  , 

Mini, likes to look at the 

carrom board too! So, my 

 holds her while we play. My  wears 

spectacles when she plays. She wins the game most of the time!
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One and many
Naming words can be one or many.

We add the letter s to some naming words to change them from one to many.

Read the following story.
Th ere was once a boy who sold caps. One 
day he sat under a tree and fell asleep. 
Th ere were monkeys on the tree. Th e 
monkeys climbed down the tree and took 
one cap, two caps, three caps and ran away.

Th e boy woke up and saw there were no 
caps. He looked up and saw the monkeys. 
He got angry and threw his own cap down. 
Th e monkeys saw this and threw their caps down.

Th e boy took all the caps and ran away.

Change the naming words in the story from one to many and many to one. One 
has been done for you.

one stick two treesone treethree sticks

GRAMMAR TIME

One Many
boy boys
cap

monkey
tree

3- The Old Man and His Sons.indd   38 18/12/17   10:24 am



39

a. b. 

2.  Look at the given pictures and write the words that have the sound /ow/, as 
in the word cow.

Read this sentence.

‰ How did they break the bundle of sticks?

Notice the sound /ow/ in the word how.

SAY IT RIGHT!

Sometimes when the letters o and w are next to each other, they make the sound /ow/, 
as in the word cow.

now how crown gown down

Many One
caps cap

monkeys
trees
boys
legs

1.  Listen to these words and repeat them after your teacher.
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Let us draw a monkey.
Step 1: Draw a big circle. Th is is the monkey’s face. Draw one 
more circle on top of the fi rst circle. Th is is the monkey’s head. 
Now draw the ears of the monkey as shown in the picture.

Step 2: Draw a big oval shape below the monkey’s face. 
Th is is the monkey’s body. Next, draw two rings on the 
either side of the body.

Step 3: Now draw the legs of the monkey. Also, draw 
the hands and tail.

LET US DO

Step 4: Now draw the eyes, nose and feet of the 
monkey.

Step 5: Colour the monkey. Your 
monkey is now ready for a stroll!
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Let us read a poem and � nd out how a chick comes out of an egg.

Peck
peck
peck

On the warm brown egg.
OUT comes a neck.
OUT comes a leg.

How
does

a chick
who’s not been about1,

discover the trick
of how to get out?

Aileen Fisher

1who’s not been about: who does not know anything

Let us read a poem and � nd out how a chick comes out of an 

Baby Chick
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MAKING CONNECTIONS

1. Put a tick () against the correct answer.

 a. Who pecks on the egg?

 i. the chick inside it 

 ii. the mother hen 

 b. What comes out of the egg fi rst?

 i. the chick’s leg 

 ii. the chick’s neck 

 c. What does the chick want to do?

 i. get out of the egg 

 ii. go to the pond 

2. Describe the egg in the poem.

3. Find a word in the poem that rhymes with ‘chick’.

4.  Have you ever seen the nest of a bird? Where was it? What did it look like?  
Discuss in the classroom.

APPRECIATION

Read this sentence.

‰ Peck, peck, peck.

� e word peck describes the sound of the chick poking the eggshell with its beak. 
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1.  Look at the following pictures and the sounds they make. Can you think of 
some more sound words?

2.  Look at the pictures of some animals and birds given below and write down 
the sounds they make.

        pitter patter                                knock knock                                    hiss hiss

tick-tock          tring tring

meow meow  woof woof  caw caw  moo moo  cheep cheep
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� is mouse is hungry. Help him � nd the apple!� is mouse is hungry. Help him � nd the appl

4The Tale of Miss Moppet 

Now let’s see whether Miss Moppet, the cat, will be able to catch the clever li� le 
mouse behind the cupboard!

� is is a cat called Miss Moppet, she thinks she has heard a mouse!

� is is the Mouse peeping out behind the cupboard, and 
making fun of Miss Moppet. He is not afraid of a kitten.

� is is Miss Moppet jumping just too late; she misses 
the Mouse and hits her own head. She thinks it is a very 
hard cupboard!

The Tale of Miss Moppet 
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� e Mouse watches Miss Moppet from the top of 
the cupboard.

Miss Moppet ties up her head in a duster, and sits 
before the fi re.

� e Mouse thinks she is looking very ill. He comes 
sliding down the curtain.

Miss Moppet looks worse and worse. 
� e Mouse comes a little nearer.

Miss Moppet holds her poor head in her 
paws, and looks at him through a hole in 
the duster. � e Mouse comes very close.

And then all of a sudden, Miss Moppet jumps 
upon the Mouse!

And because the Mouse has teased Miss 
Moppet; Miss Moppet thinks she will tease 
the Mouse which is not at all nice of her.

She ties him up in the duster, and tosses it about like a ball.

But she forgot about that hole in the duster; and when she untied it, there was 
no Mouse!

He has wriggled out and run away and he is dancing a jig on the top of the cupboard!

 Beatrix Potter

What does Miss 
Moppet tie the 
Mouse in?
Moppet tie the 
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MAKING CONNECTIONS

Quick answers

1.  Put a tick () against the sentences that are true and a cross () against those 
that are false.

 a. Miss Moppet thinks she has heard a cockroach. 

 b. � e Mouse is making fun of Miss Moppet. 

 c. Miss Moppet hits her own paw. 

 d. � e Mouse thinks Miss Moppet is looking very happy. 

 e. Miss Moppet forgot about the hole in the duster. 

Read, ref lect and write

2. Why do you think the Mouse comes sliding down the curtain?

3. Why did Miss Moppet want to tease the Mouse?

4. How did the Mouse save himself from Miss Moppet?

Integrate

5.  Do you know that cats can see well in the night? � ere are many interesting facts 
about cats. Gather as much information as you can about cats. You can ask 
the elders at home, or in the neighbourhood, or a friend who has a cat!

WORD WALL
Read these sentences.

‰ � is is the Mouse peeping out behind the cupboard. 
‰ � is is Miss Moppet jumping too late. 

Peeping and jumping are words that tell us what the Mouse and Miss Moppet 
are doing. 
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1. Fill in the blanks with the correct words given in the box below.

watching sliding packing kicking � ying

 a. � e Mouse comes ____________ down the curtain.
 b. My father is ____________ TV.
 c. � e aeroplane is ____________ high up in the sky.
 d. Rajiv plays with the ball by ____________ it hard.
 e. Simi’s mother is ____________ a gift for the birthday party.

Animals and their food
2.  Miss Moppet is a cat. She likes to eat fi sh. What are some of the things other 

animals eat? Pick the correct words to complete the following sentences.

honey    leaves    grains    � sh    bananas

 a. A giraff e likes to eat _______________ .
 b. A bear likes to eat _______________ .
 c. A hen likes to eat _______________ .
 d. A penguin likes to eat _______________ .
 e. A monkey likes to eat _______________ .

� is and that
� is is a cupboard.   

� at is a cat.

� ese and those
� ese are shoes.

� ose are trees.

We use this to talk about 
a thing that is close to us. 
We use that to talk about 
a thing that is far away 
from us.
a thing that is far away 

We use these to talk about 
many things that are close 
to us. We use those to talk 
about many things that 
are far away from us.
about many things that 

GRAMMAR TIME
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1. Put a tick () against the correct answer.

 a. (� is/� at/� ese/� ose) is a tree.  

 b. (� is/� at/� ese/� ose) are kittens. 

 c. (� is/� at/� ese/� ose) are books.

 d. (� is/� at/� ese/� ose) is a pineapple. 

 e. (� is/� at/� ese/� ose) is a house. 

 f. (� is/� at/� ese/� ose) are pretty fl owers. 

 g. (� is/� at/� ese/� ose) are my pencils. 

 h. (� is/� at/� ese/� ose) is your bottle. 

 i. (� is/� at/� ese/� ose) is a sunfl ower.

SAY IT RIGHT!
Read this sentence.
‰ Miss Moppet hits her own head. 

We already know that 
sometimes the le� ers 
o and w make the /ow/ 
sound, as in the words 
cow, now and how. 
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LET US DO

 a. ______________  b. ______________

� e le� ers o and w make 
a di� erent sound when 
they are next to each 
other in some words 
such as snow and bowl.bowl.

Look at this picture of Miss Moppet’s house. � ere are many objects lying around 
in her house. Find the objects listed below and colour them in the picture. 

In the sentence you just read, notice the sound /ow/ 
in the word own.

1.  Listen to these words and repeat them after 
your teacher.

row  grow  arrow  window  show  low

2.  Look at the pictures given below and write down two words that make the 
same /ow/ sound as in own. 

a cat a banana a doll an apple a bowl a lamp
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