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Devotion to Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is
a distinguishing mark of Catholicism. The
Church gives her special honour because her
life was inseparably connected with that of
Jesus our Lord and Saviour. Mary played a
significant and unique role in the salvation
accomplished by Jesus Christ. She gave her
full consent to God's plan to save
mankindwhen she said to the Archangel, "Here
am [, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
accordingly to your word." (Lk 1:38)

Our Blessed Mother Mary remained
always faithful to the "Yes" she said to the
divine plan. All through her life she had to
suffer much, but her greatest suffering was to
stand at the foot of the Cross and watch Jesus
die the most painful death. She made her own
the redemptive suffering and sacrifice of Jesus.
This is the foundation of the special veneration
of Mary in the Catholic Church.

Traditionally the month of May is dedicated
to the devotion to Mother Mary. May
devotion began in Germany in the 18th
Century and from there it spread to Italy and
to the whole world. Different Popes have
recommended this devotion. In his encyclical
Mediator Dei (1947) Pope Pius XII
recommended May devotion under spiritual
exercises.

It is true that we honour Mother Mary

SHEPHERD'S
VOICE

through May devotion. But our main purpose
is to thank and praise God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ for the favours and blessings
we have received through the intercession of
our Blessed Mother.

Mary is not only the Mother of Jesus, but
also our Mother. God the Father chose her
not only to be the Mother of Jesus but also to
be the Mother of all who believe in him. Jesus
the Son of God in his dying moments turned
to her and said: "Woman, behold your son",
and to St. John: "Son, behold your mother."
At this point Mary became Mother of all
Christians.

As Cardinal Basil Hume once said, prayer
to Mother Mary is part of the Christian
instinct. It must be part of ours. It would be
folly to neglect that prayer which has been
said down the ages, the holy rosary. About
holy rosary it has been said that it is an abridged
life of Jesus and Mary. The faithful who pray
the rosary always remain close to the Virgin
Mary, and those who are close to her can
only draw closer to her divine Son.

In the litany of our Lady there are three
invocations dear to generations of Catholics.
We call her'"refuge of sinners", for, as amother
she has a forgiving heart; "comforter of the
afflicted," for she knows how to be gentle and
tender; "help of the sick," for she knows how
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to spend herself in the service of one who has
need. Surely if a Mother's heart is touched by
suffering, itis only so because that is the way
God is. God is always touched by human
feelings, by human infirmity'Mary reflects that.

During the month of May, I pray that God
may help us understand the greatness of our
divine Mother, realize that rosary is the cure

of the evils that affect our age. Let us pay
true homage to our holy Mother by imitating
her in our everyday life.

-+ . iy .58

"4 Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop of Agra)
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THE ARCHDIOCESE OF AGRA

Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly
Archbishop of Agra

CATHEDRAL HOUSE
WAZIRPURAROAD

AGRA-282 003 U.P. (INDIA)
@ (0) (0562) 2851318, 2526397
(P) (0562) 2527208

@] : archdagra@gmail.com

Transfers and appointments become effective w1ti11n five weeks of the annoucement. Handing over
or taking over of charge is to be completed latest by the 6th of August 2021.

S.N. Name From Where To Where
Priest-in-charge, Surajpur-Greater
01 | Rev. Fr. John D’Cunha Sabbatical Leave Noida West Zone, Residence at

KNEUS, Greater Noida

02 | Rev. Fr. Raphy Vallachira

Parish Priest, St. Xavier’s
Church, Etah

Parish Priest, Sts. Simon & Jude
Church, Kaulakha, Agra

03 | Rev. Fr. Elias Correia

Parish Priest, St. Peter’s &
Principal, St. Peter’s Sr.
Sec. School, Bharatpur

Principal, St. Fidelis Sr. Sec.
School, Aligarh

04 | Rev. Fr. Sunny Kottoor

Principal, St. Fidelis Sr.
Sec. School, Aligarh

Parish Priest, St. Francis Church
& Principal, St. Francis’ Inter
College, Hathras

Rev. Fr. Mathew

05 | Thundiyil

Principal, St. Dominic’s
Sr. Sec. School, Mathura

Parish Priest, St. Peter’s Church &
Principal, St. Peter’s Sr. Sec.
School, Bharatpur

06 | Rev. Fr. Robert Varghese

Parish Priest, St. Francis &
Principal, St. Francis’ Inter
College, Hathras

Parish Priest, St. Joseph’s Church
& Principal, St. Joseph’s Sr. Sec.
School, Kasganj

07 | Rev. Fr. Peter Parkhe

Parish Priest, St. Joseph'’s,
Principal, St. Joseph’s Sr.
Sec. School. Kasganj

Principal, St. Dominic’s Sr. Sec.
School, Mathura

08 Rev. Fr. Cyril Prakash

Fatima Mission,

Priest in Residence, St. Gonzalo
Garcia Niwas, Bulandshahr

Kumar

i Ajsiynighs, Mathiia (To attend Renewal Courses)
Secretary to the Asst., Holy Family Church &
09 Rev. Fr. Pasala Joseph Archbishop of Agra, Christ the King Inter College,

Cathedral House, Agra

Tundla

10 | Rev. Fr. Arul Lazar

Asst., Cathedral of
Immaculate Conception,
Agra

Parish Priest, St. Xavier’s Church,
Etah.

11 | Rev. Fr. Tony D’Almeida

Asst., Holy Family Church
& Christ the King Inter
College. Tundla

Asst., St. Peter’s Church & St.
Peter’s Sr. Sec. School, Bharatpur
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12 | Rev. Fr. Alok To Professor, St. Joseph’s Doctoral Studies at Dharmaram
e Ppe Reg. Seminary, Allahabad | Vidya Kshetram, Bengaluru
’ Asst., St. Fidelis’ Church, | Priest-in-charge, Fatima Mission,
I | Baw. Fe. Vinseds. Jossph Ramghat Road, Aligarh Ajaynagar
; g iy S 0 ; Administrator, Archbishop’s
14 | Rev. Fr. Lawrence Raja Immaculate Conception, :
Agra House & Vianney Home
15 | Rev. Fr. Charles T Asst., Nishkalanka Mata Asst., St. Fidelis Church,
ESEACI RIS, SR Church & School, Jait Ramghat Road, Aligarh
Asst., St. Theresa’s e :
16 | Rev. Fr. Preas Anthony Niission, Kow Kalan Studies: Special B. Ed.
17 Rev. Fr. Anthony Maria Asst., St. Fidelis Sr. Sec. Studies: MSW at Assam Don
Jude School, Aligarh Bosco University, Assam
Rev. Fr. Viniversal ., St'. PRt & Lhithchio Asst., Cathedral of Immaculate
18 . St. Peter’s Sr. Sec. School, ;
D’Souza Conception, Agra
Bharatpur
Asst., Sacred Heart Church,
19 | Rev. Fr. Saroj Kr. Nayak g\tssjt & Roﬁ?r}éfh};lgf hBé:star Mathura. Residence at St. Mother
s BRI 5 ’ Teresa’s Seva Niketan, Adukki
. Asst., St. Fidelis Church, Secretary to the Archbishop of
20 |Bew.Br.J. Jemilad Aligarh Agra, Cathedral House, Agra
Deacons:

Rev. Dn. Justin Augustin
Bro. Kulkant Chhinchani

Regents:
1. Bro. Suman Toppo

2. Bro. Jeevan Prakash Machado

3. Bro. Satish Kerketta
4. Bro. Swapnil Dabre

- St. Joseph's Mission, Gohanpur, Mathura
- Rosary Mission, Bastar

- Savio Navjeevan Bal Bhawan, Aligarh
- Savio Navjeevan Bal Bhawan, Aligarh

- Nishkalanka Mata Mission, Jaith (Mathura)
- St. Theresa's Mission, Kosi Kalan (Mathura)

With best wishes and assurance of prayers,

Yours fraternally,

o g

"4 Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop of Agra)

[ AGRADIANCE

[6] 0 MAY - JULY - 2021 |




Solemnity of St. Thomas, the Apostle of India

Soon we will celebrate the solemnity of St.
Thomas, the Apostle of India. I wish each of you,
particularly those who are celebrating their
patronal feast, a very Happy Feast. Itis a good
occasion for us to thank God for the gift of faith
that has come to us through the
preaching of the Apostles. It
is also a time to be renewed in
faith and to be doing the works
of faith.

Apostle Thomas gave a /8"
glimpse of his courage and
love for the Master when he
said, "Let us also go and die with him" (Jn 11:16).
His statement, "Lord, we do not know where
you are going; how can we know the way" (Jn
14:5) reveals that he is an honest and frank
person. The same straight- forwardness is seen
when he tells his companions, "Until [ have seen
in his hands the print of the nails and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, |
will not believe" (Jn 20:25).

Surely, Thomas loved Jesus. But Jesus' love
for Thomas was far superior. Jesus knew the
longing of Thomas' heart. That might well be the
reason why the risen Lord invited him to touch
the mark of the wounds and be a believer.

How did the Apostle touch the mark of the
wounds of the risen Lord? Let me answer that
by quoting a story from the Acts of Thomas.
King Gundaphorus was looking for a master
carpenter to construct the royal palace. An
official named Abban introduced Thomas to the
king. The king commissioned Thomas to build
his palace and gave him a substantial amount of
money which he distributed among the poor.
To the King's question, "Have you finished my

mansion yet? And when can we go and see it?",
Thomas' answer was: "You cannot see it now,
but when you depart from this life you shall see
it"

Thomas must have seen with the eyes of his
mind the picture Jesus drew of
the last judgment: "The king will
'Come, blessed of
my Father! Take possession of
the kingdom prepared for you
For I was hungry and you fed
me. [ was thirsty and you gave
me to drink".

What must you and I do to touch the wounds
of the Risen Lord and to acquire that saving
faith?

According to Samuel Rayan, SJ, the faith
that saves consists not so much in saying 'Lord,
Lord' as in concrete commitment to mercy
and justice, in sincere service rendered to the
life and liberation of peoples. The poor are the
crucified of history with whom the crucified of
Calvary has established an intimate identity. To
touch the poor is to touch Jesus Christ.

The Samaritan's saving faith consisted not
merely in saying prayers or performing rituals,
butin caringly touching and dressing the wounds
of the man left dying on the roadside.

The wounds of the downtrodden and
marginalized are the wounds of Jesus. Through
them he extends an invitation to you and me:
"Put your finger here and see my hands. Resist
no longer and be a believer". Then he expects
us to respond: "You are my Jesus, you are my
Lord." Amen.

Dr. Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop of Agra)
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Priesthood is a call to a life of

Authentic Discipleship of Christ

A talk given by Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly (Archbishop of Agra) on the occasion
of Priestly Monthly Recollection, on Chrism Mass day.

1. A deep personal love and devotion to
Jesus

To be a priest is to be a radical disciple of
Jesus. What does it mean to be disciple of Jesus?

Discipleship requires a personal experience of
Jesus and a living relationship with him.

What do you say that I am? (Mk8: 27-33) or
with Paul we ask, who are you Lord? (Act9:5) or

This word - mathetes (disciple) / or its H do you love me more than these? (Jn 21:15-17)

derivative is used roughly 260 times in the
gospels and akoloutheo (to follow one
who precedes) 90 times of which 35 times
used in the religious sense.

Analyzing the call and mission texts
from the sacred scriptures, we come to
three significant characteristics of the
vocation to discipleship. They are called
by Jesus. They responded by remaining
with Jesus. He sent them out to proclaim
the message.

The Call: the call to discipleship is a
grace, a gift. Priesthood is a grace, a gift.
We priests are human beings who are weak,
frail and fallible. We are sinners yet called to be
companions, friends, and priests of Jesus Christ.
"We have this treasure in earthen vessel... 2 Cor
4:7f. To receive this gift, we need faith. "Lord,
I do not seek to understand in order to believe
but believe in order to understand. For I believe
even this that I shall not understand unless |
believe". St. Anselm. "That Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith... Eph 3:17-19. We
accept this gift with great humility and gratitude.
Priesthood is also a grave responsibility. It is
not a source of up-word social-and financial
mobility, position, status and power.

Priesthood is a call to be with Jesus:

Who is Jesus for me? Is Jesus real and
personal to me? Is he someone to me? Is
he the definition of my life? Do I take
Jesus seriously? The answer to these
questions must come from my heart and
from my life.

Disciple is the one who has personally
encountered / experienced Jesus Christ.
As aresult of which he develops an intense
and intimate relationship with him. This
relationship is spelt out in Mk "to be with"
20 times, Johnine "to abide in or remain"
(Mt 3, Mk2, Lk7, Jn 40, Acts 13, Paul
17, Heb 6, Johnine letters 27, " rest 3) is used
118 times. Paul often uses "in Christ" to describe
this relationship.

This deep and personal relationship is
indicated in the Gospels by the use of verbs
"see" "hear" "touch". What matters is Christ
interiorly felt, touched and seen and heard. The
call to be a priest is a call to deep intimacy with
Jesus that gives meaning and joy to us as priests.
It is the foundation and wellspring of our life
and mission. Intimacy with Jesus helps us to face
loneliness, struggle and pains. Just as intimacy
with the Father helped Jesus face opposition,
rejection, suffering and death. Without this life-
sustaining relationship we will soon dry up and
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wither away. If Jesus is sidelined, ignored, taken
for granted and not taken seriously, then money,
alcohol, position and power tend to step in as
compensation and substitution. Therefore the
need of the hour is return to Jesus.

Apostles, disciples and some women had a
profound experience of the risen Lord. "What we
proclaim s that we have heard and seen and looked
up and touched with our hands." Jn 1:1-4.

Let us listen to St. Paul's personal experience
of the risen Lord.

"But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss
for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything
as loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I
have suffered the loss of all things, and count
them as refuse, in order that I might gain Christ
and be found in him, not having a righteousness
of my own based on low, but that which is
through faith in Christ." Phil 3:7-11.

"For I through the law died to the law that I
might live to God. I have been crucified with
Christ. It is not longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me, and the life I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God who loved me
and gave himself up for me" Gal 2:19-20.

"Neither death nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor death, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord" Rom 8:38-39.

To live is Christ Phil 1:1-21

Pedro Aruppe was asked, "For you who is
Jesus Christ?" "For me Jesus Christ is
everything. He is my All. Take Jesus Christ from
my life and everything would collapse" 'after ten
years when he was asked the same question,
he repeated the same answer.

Mother Teresa: "Jesus is all everything to
me. [ am only His, His own little one, for all
eternity. I am a little spouse of Jesus crucified -
alone, naked bleeding, suffering, dying on the
cross Jesus I have never refuse you anything."
(Private vow that she kept for 55 years)

" A missionary who has no deep experience
of God in prayer and contemplation will have
little influence or missionary success. EA 23.

Where do we meet Christ today?

Gospels: Mt. Learn from Jesus. Lk - walk
with Jesus, Mk - suffered with Jesus. Jn -
surrender and be committed to Jesus.

Eucharist: Christ is present in the Eucharist.
He is there as my friend and my ideal, my model,
my consoler, my strength, my way and my
companion.

"The Eucharist is the source of my happiness.
For me, saying Mass is not a rule or a part of
the time table. It is an experience. I would never
want to miss it. It is a meeting with the Lord.
This meeting keeps me happy all through the
day" - Fr. Arokia Das - Professor at Arul Kadal,
Madras University and JDV Professor.

"May the Eucharist invade my whole life. May
it be a sacrament of my life-of my life received,
of my life lived, of my life surrendered "Teilhard
Dee Chardin - Devine Milieu. Priesthood is
nourished and nurtured by the Eucharist. If a
priest does not have a real love for the
Eucharist, he will not bear much fruit.

The Poor and the Suffering: For me same
Christ is present and alive in the poor and
suffering. They are the vicars of Christ. Whatever
you do to them, we do it for Christ. Pope John
23rd: "if we love the poor and take care of them,
the Lord will surely take care of us."

Prayerful contemplation of the gospels,
meaningful celebration of the Eucharist and
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solidarity with the poor gives joy and meaning
to our lives as priests.

2. Priests are called to be Christ-like
(Sacraments of Christ)

Jesus is not only the Lord to be adored but
essentially the WAY to be followed. Christianity
is a way of life. In the early church Christianity
was called the way -Act. 9:12,22-4,24:14,19:9,
23,24:22.:14, The ultimate test of Christianity is
our life, our way of living the Gospels. The real
and effective way to preach the gospel is to live
the gospel. What I really believe is seen how I
live, not in what I say or preach.

As priests we are called to live as Jesus lived
and taught. We are called to imitate Jesus
portrayed by the gospels as the normative
model who proposes his way of life. The Jesus
of the Gospel is seen and experienced as one
who is poor and humble. Son who is sent by
the Father in mission. The servant who is
obedient to his father, Christ of the kenosis,
Christ of the beatitudes, and Christ of the cross.

We are called to live our priesthood through
Christ-like attitudes, values, deeds and
relationships. We try to live the sermon on the
mount, the very core and the quintessence of
Jesus teaching.

To be Christ like; a person of deep
prayer: Jesus prayed particularly at the decisive
moments of his life. He was constantly in
communion with his Abba. Jesus had a perfound
experience of God as Abba - Reverence and
intimacy are mingled. Jesus Abba experience
should become ours. Do I pray? How much
time do I spend in personal prayer? (How much
time do I spend with my mobile?) I can't be
happy as a priest if I neglect my personal prayer.

To be Christ like: Compassionate: We are
called to be compassionate towards the poor,

the sick and the sinners. Today this compassion
is dying out in our media and market centered
society. In today's culture of greed, selfishness
and individualism, we need to be men of deep
compassion and sharing. Jesus was God's
compassion made human. Am I acompassionate
person? Do I feel the pain of others? Am I cold,
indifferent, insensitive and lethargic?

To be Christ like: Forgiving: forgiveness
heals, reconciles and brings peace. "When
someone speaks ill of me, I pray extra for that
person" (Priest). But another priest says "I
prefer to go to hell, than to talk to that priest".
Is there hatred, bitterness in my heart? Do I
forgive? Jesus I want to learn how you forgave
your enemies on the cross.

To be Christ like: men for others: people
come first, not my pleasure and comforts. Being
with the people, close to them, priests spend
their whole life in service without fuss and
fanfare. This requires great humility. Am I
humble? Let us remember that humility lows
from the fullness and pride flows from emptiness.
He loves his people so deeply and so sincerely
that he can say "This is my body broken for
you. This is my blood shed for you". This is the
meaning of the Eucharist to become bread
broken for others so that others may have life,
life in abundance. Priests are called to be
Eucharistic Persons.

To be Christ like: all inclusive: Jesus
crossed all kinds of boundaries. He was all
inclusive. Like Christ, priest has to have a large
heart and a wide horizon to include everyone.
He has to go beyond narrow identities based
on caste, ethnicity, language, north-south divide.
If a priest using these for selfish gains, to
manipulate others, to get them on this side he
can't be a priest of Jesus.
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To be Christ like: Relating to People:
pastoral life is full of relationship. It is not only
what we do how we relate to people is very
crucial. The effectiveness of our ministry is
determined by the quality of our relationships.
In relating to the people of deferent categories,
Jesus is our model, our way. How did Jesus
relate to the people of his time? Lord teach me
your way of relating to -disciples, to sinners, to
children, to Pharisees, Palates and Herods.
Teach me how you dealt with your disciples
especially with Peter, with John, with traitor
Judas? How delicately you treat them on Lake
Tiberious, even preparing breakfast for them!
How washed their feet. Jesus teach me your
way of looking at people, as you glance at Peter
after his denial, as you penetrated the heart of
rich young man, your dialogue with the
Samaritan woman and your tenderness towards
the adulterous woman. How do I'look at people
determines the way we deal or treat them. Look
at people as Jesus looked at people.

The scribes, Pharisees and elder saw tax
collectors, publicans, and prostitutes, those who
did not keep the law saw them as sinners,
unclean, impure and so guilty. So they judged,
condemned and accused them. But Jesus saw
these very people sick and lost (wounded
broken and insecure). Jesus did not blame them
but healed them. He didn't condemn them but
offered them forgiveness. He did not judge them
but challenged them.

To be Christ like: Accepting the Paschal
Mystery: The way of Jesus is the way of the
cross. Jesus' entire life was one of conflict,
(struggle) beginning from birth till death on the
cross. He struggled against both Satan and
Mammon and remained loyal to his Abba and
his mission till the end. What truly matters is not

position or power, not money or possessions,
not visible achievement of influential friends, not
comforts and easy escapes but fidelity to Jesus
and his mission. As disciples of Jesus we have
to accept the paschal mystery, that is struggles,
pain, misunderstanding etc. suffering is part of
our life. Priesthood and cross go together. Do |
run away from the pains and struggles in my
life? Do I opt for soft life, what is easier and
comfortable and escape the hard demands of
the gospel?

Priest is a sign of Hope: Hope is a great
gift a Priest brings to the humanity. It is rooted in
the resurrection of crucified Jesus. Hope is vital
for each one of us. Without hope we die. It is
hope that gives meaning to our struggles and
pains. Therefore a priest does not give up on
himself or on others or he does not become
cynical nothing can be done, it is useless. He /
she is beyond redemption. No, there is a way
out. Jesus will not fail us if we truly trust in him.

Dear Jesus, Teach us your way so that it
becomes our way, so that we become your real
disciples, your priests, collaborating in the work
of redemption.

Of Your Charity

Please pray for the souls of the following
missionaries, who while working in the
Archdiocese of Agra succumbed to untimely
death due to COVID-19 in recent time. They
are gone but not forgotten.

Rev. Fr. Varghese Kottoor, CMI (01.10.2020)
Rev. Fr. Thomas Emprayil ,VC (08.05.21)
Rev. Fr. Kripa George, CHF (27.04.21)

Rev. Sr. Merly Jose Villuviruthil, CMC (16.05.21)

May their souls and souls of all the

faithful departed, through the mercy of God
rest in peace. Amen.
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STOP taking LIFE for GRANTED!

The other day, I got a
shocking news that one of
my University professors,
whom we fondly called
'Kaushik Sir', was
infected with Covid and
g he was on ventilator. And
the very next day, heard that he was no more! It
was only then, that I checked back into his
WhatsApp contact on my mobile, to see, as to
when he had stopped messaging me, for he was
one of those caring souls who kept sending best
wishes and motivational messages daily, though
I seldom checked them, and never replied! I
found that his last message to me was at this
Easter! I frantically began calling him up, though
I knew that now the possibility of his attending
my call was absolutely zero! The owner of this
phone number had gone away beyond my
time and space zones!

Amid my shock and sorrow, I vividly recalled
the noble soul that he was, always greeting people
with a warm smile, his genuine desire to help
others in all possible ways, without any selfish
pursuits of his own and his delight in sharing his
rich treasure of knowledge with his students! But
above all, and what stood out the most, was, the
way he loved and cared for those in his circle of
contact.The memories he imprinted on the
heart of life brought me to reflect on what
matters most in my own, what am I giving
my energy to and where am I giving it away.

A little over a week after his passing, he came
in my dream. As I sat, he stood in front of me,
smiling, with a simple gesture of kindness, genuine
care and compassion. I asked him the only
question I could think of at that moment, "'Sir,

do you miss anything about being here (in
the physical world)?'' In hindsight, it was
probably the best question I could have asked,
because when we answer the question of what
we would miss most if we were no longer here,
we ultimately discover what's most important.
And in doing so, we naturally are led to focusing
our energy on the right things to lead us to a life
of more meaning.

His reply was simple and clear. With a
confident and peaceful tone, he said, '"The only
things I miss are those who were in my life."
He expressed how he would miss physically
being here with loved ones, sharing moments and
laughter and helping people out. That to be
physically here is unlike anything else and a time
to be cherished and fully lived.

So, the question is, "What is most
important?'' Harvard research studies says that
it is our relationships in life that lead us to the
greatest happiness and meaning. Love is at the
heart of this. At the end of the day, it is our
connection with our daughters, sons, friends,
relatives, spouses, partners, students and
colleagues.

In post-modern times of today, we have been
so frantically busy shooting deadlines, achieving
targets, keeping pace with fastest changing
technicalities and procedures; that at times, we
feel, we have miserably lost the essence of life!
We have the best of technology, comforts and
fast paced networks, yet we do not have time,
today, to connect at heart level, to invest in real
life relationships and joys! And this is essentially
a serious situation!

Friends, today in the wake of the pandemic,
the fact of our inescapable mortality and certain
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death is all the more clear. Everything that is
trivial shall fall away, melt away, and all we
will be left with is: Love. At the end of the day,
at the end of it all, all we have is love. All we
have is each other. To miss that, do not realize it
and act on it, is to miss the fullness, the richness,
the flesh of our entire existence.To have never
loved is simply to have never lived. And we
are here to live!

Solet'slive...let's love! Be vulnerable. Take
chances, risks. Get better at loving. Tell people
how you feel, really feel, about them. Tell people
you love them. Show people you love them. Love
yourself. Let people love you. Care. And then,
Just when you think you can't anymore, care some
more. Because at the root of it all, the heart
of it all, is to live a life well-loved, and to
have loved well - is to have a life well-lived!

Love is what connects us to others here on
Earth, as well as after leaving this life. Each one
of us is like a thread in a beautiful tapestry of life,
one that is under the consistent presence of divine
love working in the lives of us all.

As we celebrate the feast of St. Joseph, the
worker, may all of us, like him, find meaning,
purpose, happiness and fulfilment in our lives
through the moments we share and the ways
we care for others, the joy we feel in a job
well-done, and in the practice of loving life
and all those in it to the best of our ability!

Sr. Rekha Punia, UMI
Nirmala Provincialate, Greater Noida

Paradise

In this modern era, filled with
vizard who talks about rhetoric humanity ...
Palpable I wonder; Will we be able
to find such sheer innocence anywhere?
Let me confess surely not here
but somewhere beyond this sphere
surmounting pile of optimism everywhere.
But my friend as we say ," You live here,
you die here
Where else can one go but here?
Hallelujah! As our Savior says,
"Letlove be without hypocrisy.
Abhor what s evil.

Cling to what is good with faith."
In this modern era, filled with
vizard who talks about rhetoric humanity ...
Palpable I wonder; We will be able
to find such sheer innocence somewhere.
Let me confess surely here , in this sphere;
through our measures here and there,
for we exemplify His divinity everywhere.
Mayuri Augusta Sah
Sacred Heart Church, Mathura

The Holy Father's Prayer Intention

DATES TO REMEMBER
JULY
01 B.D.Fr. Suresh K. D'Souza
08 B.D. Fr. Johnson M. A.
22 B.D. Fr. Mathew Kumblumoottil
31 B.D. Fr. Viniversal D'Souza

JULY - 2021
Universal Intention - Social Friendship:
We pray that, in social, economic and political
situations of conflict, we may be courageous

and passionate architects of dialogue and
friendship.
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Ordination to Diaconate

Bro. Kulkant Chhinchani
on
Sunday, July 25, 2021
by
His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly
St. Joseph's Church / KNEUS, G. Noida
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Teaching from Home:

Chalk in one hand,
books in the other,
rushing down the
corridors, greetings on
the go, wayward chalk
dusted hair,
comfortable footwear
and entering the class
with a smile on the face.

A typical image of a teacher, an image that is
embedded in our mind. From gurukuls to
classrooms, from black boards to green boards
and now smart (£
boards, each
change was
welcomed by
parents, students |
and teachers alike as s
there was time to
learn and sometimes
unlearn. Covid-19
or Corona -
pandemic is something that has brought about a
change that none of us could have envisioned
even in our wildest dreams. The world has
changed unfathomably. Human beings, the most
restless of creatures were confined to their homes,
with fear and anxiety in the mind, apprehensive
about everything and everyone. The teaching
community was also affected. Suddenly we were
expected to be tech savvy, mobile phones
replaced the chalk and duster, real classroom and
children were replaced by virtual classrooms.
Initially we were hopeful that things will revert
back to the normal, we may not have to move

The New Challenges and Opportunities

out of our comfort zone, but alas it was all a dream.
By the month of May we were sure that it will
take months to revert back to the old situation.
The teacher, the transformer now had to
transform himself/herself and they faced the
following challenges.

1. Virtual teaching... children always add
colour to the class be it their curious faces,
engaging smiles or the varied ways of behaviour,
the biggest challenge that we faced as teachers
was to teach a class with almost no responses,
where you continue to teach without knowing

whether they are

understanding

anything . The focus

“was only on

scholastic activities

~ the co scholastic

was totally ignored.

Isitcorrectlearning?

2. Technology

~ with internet

available at affordable rates most Indians were

exploring the cyber world. What's app, Instagram,

You Tube etc. were part of everyone's life. 2020

showed us we really didn't know all about the

apps we were using. We didn't know that any

video above 100 MB will be difficult to upload
on what's app, we were caught unaware.

3. No personal touch... every year in April,
we eagerly awaited a new batch of students, to
know them, to interact with them and also to learn
from them, but this year none of this happened.
When a teacher interacts with a student, he is
not justimparting knowledge but is also instilling
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values in them and moulding them to be better
human beings with counselling, motivation and
sometimes even scolding.

3. No stipulated working hours... the
present situation has changed the working hours
for teachers, we now have to be available 24*7.
Whenever a child has a doubt, he or she is free
to call us and clarify regardless of the time.

5.No feedback... Communication is a two
way process. The process of communication
states that unless the feedback is received,
communication is not complete. In online teaching
we are just imparting our knowledge without any
feedback... no nodding of heads, no smiles of
understanding or raising of hands ,we just move
on assuming that everything is understood.

6. Work from home... earlier we were
envious of people who were working from home,
we used to think how lucky they are, but when
we were given this opportunity, we found it was
not a bed of roses. The mind was always
disturbed, distracted with school and home. Even
though the workload had reduced by a
considerable amount it was more challenging.
The classroom and staff room with dearly missed.

7. Screen time... the amount of time spent
on mobiles and laptop screen has increased
considerably. Earlier mobile was for entertainment
and laptops for office work and now... Educators
found their eyes were more strained and mobility
had become less which resulted in other ailments.

It has been rightly said that necessity is the
mother of invention and whenever we are faced
with challenges we develop solutions.

1. Learning... every educator must be a
learner. Corona pandemic proved to be a blessing
in disguise, it dusted away the cobwebs in our
mind. We learned a lot of new skills and honed
our existing skills. Making PPTs, working on

Google Docs, conducting zoom meetings, online
exams and what not. This process of e-learning.
being digital continues.

2. Patience... our patience levels were
always high but the pandemic has increased it
further. Every recording of 10 minutes is not
actually 10 minutes but a lot of ground work and
re-recordings. Things that are out of our hand
also play a part. The hawker, the stray dog or
sometimes the lady next door. So many things
that hamper our work. A teacher is always
considered to be a role model, a perfectionist,
therefore errors are not allowed.

3. Research and exploration... Each topic
to be taught is extensively researched on because
everything that we teach virtually is not just looked
at, heard, read and understood only by the
students but it is out in the open for everyone.
We have to be infallible with zero margin for error,
all this research has undoubtedly enriched us. We
are now exploring newer avenues.

4. Team work... from being individual
teachers we have now started to co-operate
more with one another, we have become
collaborators. We always knew that sharing is
caring but now we are practicing it. Everyone is
willing to share their newly acquired knowledge.
We're learning from our friends and even from
our kids.

5. Development of communication
skills... A teacher must be a good
communicator. In online teaching the problem of
class control does not arise the teacher can fully
communicate his knowledge with the students.
The matter can also be made more interesting
with the use of audio visual clips.

6. Flexible... the flexibility to fix the working
hours has added to our creativity. We are not
bound to deliver our lecture at the allotted time
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as per the time table. Time management was
therefore better.

With so many flaws and so many good things
being said about online teaching we realise one
thing... the jungle law of the survival is applicable
to all of us. To survive we need to adapt and we
homo sapiens are the best at adaptability, we are
dynamic.We learn, unlearn and relearn. Teachers
have learnt the rubrics of online teaching and
digital learning. Class 9 English textbook has a
beautiful story of mechanical teachers, when I
read it last year I felt sad for the child who was
forced to learn using machines. He wanted to go
out and play but was forced to be in a room and
study, with no interaction with other kids. It was
scary and seemed unrealistic, but now I think it
is not so unrealistic, it is still scary though. Each
child, each situation in the classroom makes us
better teachers. Classroom teaching with active
interaction with the students is cent percent better
than online teaching - virtual teaching. As a
teacher I long for the return of a class full of
students their chatter, pranks, smiles and energy.
Hopeful of a reunion at the earliest.

Ms. Aji Tom
St. Fidelis School, Aligarh
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St. Joseph's Ladder

The Chapel of Loretto in Santa Fe, New
Mexico, is home to an exceptional work of
carpentry. The staircase is well known for being
surrounded by at least two mysteries: the identity
of its builder and the physics of its structure. No
one is able to fully understand how the structure
can stand on its feet without any kind of central
support attached to it. There is, may [ ¥
be, a third mystery, too: although the |
staircase is known to be made of
spruce wood, no one has been able to
determine either what subspecies of
spruce itis, or even how the wood got
to the chapel.

In 1852, by order of the bishop of
Santa Fe, Jean Baptiste Lamy, the
Chapel of Our Lady of Light inspired

by the Sainte-Chapelle in Paris was built. It was

placed under the care of the Sisters of Loretto,
who were to arrive from Kentucky to start a school
for girls.

When the chapel was ready, builders were
faced with an unexpected problem: they could not
add a ladder leading from the nave to the choir,
on the second floor. It was a sad error in the design
one that the building's architect, Antonio Mouly,
could not solve, since he had already passed away.
When the nuns insisted on building a staircase, the
builders told them it would be impossible, and that
building a normal, regular ladder would take too
much room. Finally, they advised the nuns to
demolish the choir.

Instead, the nuns decided to pray a novena to
St. Joseph, patron saint of carpenters, asking for
asolution. After finishing the novena, according to
testimonies that have passed from generation to
generation since the mid-nineteenth century, aman

appeared at the door of the chapel, saying that he
could build a stairway, under one condition: he be
granted total privacy. The stranger locked himself
in the chapel for three months with a saw, a square
and a few other simple tools, and disappeared as
soon as the work was finished, without ever having

asked for any payment for his services.

The staircase, which is around six
i meters high, takes two full turns over
| its axis until it reaches the choir. It was
built without any nails or glue, and lacks
any kind of central support. The
construction itself is said to be
"impossible." According to some, it
should have collapsed the very first
I moment someone used it, although it
is assumed that the central spiral
staircase is narrow enough to work as a central
support on its own.

In any case, the original staircase was not
attached to any wall until 1887, ten years later,
when the railing was added, and the outer spiral
was attached to a nearby pillar. Tradition claims
the mystery of the identity of the carpenter has
never been satisfactorily solved, and there is not
even a delivery report that might help decipher
where the wood came from. During those three
months, no one saw anyone entering or leaving
the chapel.

As the carpenter left before the Mother
Superior could pay him, the Sisters of Loretto
offered a reward to anyone who could make his
identity known, but no one ever showed up. So,
yes: since then, the crafting of the staircase has
been attributed to St. Joseph himself!

- Daniel Esparza

(The Voice of St. Jude, Apr. - June 2021)
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The Reality in the lives of the suffering poor

Mahatma Gandhi,
was moved by the
misery and the suffering
of the people. It was his
life's ambition to wipe
the tears from every
suffering eye. A few true
stories, in short, of the

7
s ¥
suffering poor.

Indravati, who spent all to save her husband
from sickness. Those on next gage for 2 lakhs,
interest has gone up to Rs. 70 thousand. She
lives in that same
house and has to pay
1000/- per month as
rent. To add to her ==
misery, her son
working on
construction site fell
& fractured his
back-bone. To get
medicine, she kept
her son's mobile on shop & took Rs. 2000/-.
She went for potato picking, after 3 days became
very sick as she is so miserable & full of tensions.
At present she goes to roll chappaties whenever
there are marriage, she experience difficult times.

Nazma, suffered greatly as her husband
suffered from cancer, with great struggle she got
money for medicine, como therapy etc. she used
to inject her husband to ease his unberable pain.
She could not go to work, as she had to take
care of him. She completely deepended on
charity, as no earning member.

Ten of the village boys, went to Pune, in search
of a job, some riot took place and all were under
the custody of the police. The family members

paid & got released them out, except one who
was v.v. poor, he phoned his wife, she went
begging fox help & took 3 thousand, she was
asked to pay 5 thousand, as she explained how
poor they were, having 6 small children, the lady
police hit her very badly with a strong stick and
said, if you don't bring the money within 4 days
time, then you have to pay Rs. 10 thousand, only
then he will be released. With a heavy heart again
she went pleading for help, the same person
listening to her sad story gave her 2000/- Finally
she was able to release her husband. Such is the
 plight of the poor

with no one to
. | support them.

\  Five of the very
", poor vegetable
~ 4 vendors, who used
ﬁ to hire hand-carts

.| and buy vegetable
3 * for whole sale price,
- | each were given a
new handcard and some money to do vegetable
business. Some are doing well but some used
their money for family basic needs each day and
had no money to continue their business. Its very
sad to explain their unhappy plight and struggles
they go through.

Many of the old and some widows are at the
mercy of some generous hearts also go begging
to sustain themselves.

Many of the children are forced to take up
jobs, at an age, when they ought to be in school,
just to support the family.

Babu, who worked on road construction, a
part of the bull-dozer fell on his foot and
handicapped him for 22 yrs. The wound is not
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getting healed, doctors said that he was to amput
his beg and needs 1 lakh for operation, he has
no money to feed his family and its imposible to
go for operation.

Many poor of Kaulakha village however
much they are sick, are unable to got to doctor,
even minor fractured cases, they endure so much
pain & remain without any treatment but home
remedy.

Many people were fortunate enough to go
for potato picking for 15 days and earned Rs.
230/- per day plus some potatoes were given to
then they worked for nearly 13 hours.

The poor suffer terribly, sometimes the
remarks passed by people is shocking. These
poor are lazy, stupid, no decency, they drink and
drink so fully, no manners, they gamble, fight,
beat their wives, ill treat their children, ungrateful

are hurled on them.

Unless we are in their shoes we will never
ever understand their bad sorry plight. Sure
enough there are many professional beggars but
much more the suffering poor.

Lets do something for these our unfortunate
ones, where ever we are inherit God's blessings
and blessings of the suffering poor. It is easy to
affix labels and to condemn the poor affilthy,
stupid, but to come closer to their lives, get under
their skin and perceive their unhappy plightis to
discover for ourselves, the unhappy world of the
poor, marginalised, oppressed and the exploited.
To work for such poor people is unexplainable.
Helping them with money, basic etc. but more
more spending your precious time and listening
to their woes even at odd times.

Sr. Marina Soares
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Sr. Nepuntia,MC is no more!

Agra, 6 May: Rev. Sr.
Nepuntia M.C. (79 years)
passed away swiftly on
May 6, 2021 in the Convent
of Missionaries of Charity,

Agra. She was not well for
/ sometime. She died of old
1l age.

Her funeral Mass was offered by His Grace
Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly (Archbishop of
Agra) at the Convent Chapel. Fr. Sunil Mathew
her nephew and other three family members
from Delhi also attended the service. Rev. Sr.
Amritam, MC, Regional Superior and MC
Sisters from Aligarh too joined the Requiem
Mass. After the Mass, her body was taken to
the Cathedral and burried there by the side of
the Cathedral, near Our Lady's Grotto. May
her soul rest in peace. Sr. Nepuntia was known
for her loving nature and generous heart. The
inmates will miss their 'Nani' for long time.
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Fr. Agnel School & Bal Bhawan,
Pocket-F, Beta-II, Greater Noida

Fr. Agnel School, Greater Noida is a Christian
Minority School established under Article 30 (1)
of the Constitution of India. It is located with large
sports facilities of a standard football ground,
basketball court etc. Being located in a green
area, it is an attractive school for those who
would like to grow in a pollution free environment.

With the inception of two pre school and 5
primary classes (class I-V) from Academic Year
2010-2011, Fr. Agnel School, Greater Noida
has a great future ahead and is the right choice
for students who believe in the ideology of the
Agnel Ashram Fathers - It beckons one and all
to be part of its great vision of BIG HEARTS
AND BRAVE MINDS.

Although run by a Christian Minority, it is
established on the solid foundation of National
Integration, respect and appreciation of the
pluralistic culture of India. It is committed to
provide its students the best education available.
The school is equipped with the latest
technological facilities including specious
computer labs, Library, large play grounds, all
smart class rooms and School auditorium.

It provides infrastructure and outreach to
disadvantaged community children as well as
scholarships to several poor children in the
School, including around 250 children of leprosy
patients, of sex workers, of HIV affected, poor
and destitute etc. of Fr.Agnel Balbhawan
situated at Greater Noida. The School is
maintaining the strength of each class room at 40
students, maximum. The total number of Students
currently studying is 1920 students. http://
www.agnelgreaternoida.org

R TSt o AR Ev” W [‘E UL . Fr. Bento Rodrigues (Manager)
et Siiett Wit (Wstee 39Te) Fr. Agnel School, Greater Noida
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Archdiocese At A Glance)

First Profession and Jubilee Celebration
held at Greater Noida

eater Noida, 14th April 2021: With profound
joy and gratitude to God, the Ursuline Sisters of
Mary Immaculate, Nirmala Province, celebrated
the First Profession of their 2 Novices - Lovely
Bara and Anupa Kerketta and Final Profession of
2 Sisters - Sr. Mamta Mashi and Sr. BinitaMin;j
on 14th April 2021, Wednesday at 10.30 am at
Nirmala Provincialate, Greater Noida.

The Profession Ceremony and the Solemn
Thanksgiving Eucharist was officiated by His
Grace Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjali, Archbishop
of Agra and 4 other concelebrants, Fr. Vinoy
Pulivelil, Fr. Bento Rodrigues, Fr. K.K.Thomas
and Fr. Rogimon.

'Called to be sowers of Prophetic hope', with
this theme, the newly and finally professed Sisters
took the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience,
which are the three evangelical counsels of
perfection in religious life.

In his homily, His Grace, well explained the
great significance of the religious call "to leave the
ordinary lives behind and to enter into a close
relationship with Christ." He highlighted that it is
precisely this special grace of intimacy that, in the

consecrated life, makes possible and even
demands the total gift of self in the profession of
the evangelical counsels: The leaving of ordinary
life (poverty), the grace of intimacy with Christ
(chastity), and the total gift-of-self (obedience).

On behalf of the Newly Professed and the
Finally Professed sisters, Sr. Mamta Mashi
proposed the vote of thanks expressing their deep
gratitude towards all those who have been
instrumental in helping them reach this graceful
occasion of their life. Thereafter, the celebrities of
the day were felicitated and the fellowship meal
was shared.
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Fr. Dominic Pinto Lucknow to be the
new Regional Youth Director

a—. MayI,2002.Inan online
installation ceremony, Rev.
. Fr. Dominic Pinto of
.‘\' Lucknow Diocese was
- installed new Regional Youth
I Director of Agra Region

Fi " . (U.P., Rajasthan &
j ®| Uttarakhand), by Most Rev.
Dr Oswald J Lewis, Chairman Bishop of Indian
Christian Youth Movement (Agra Region). Youth
Directors, Lady Youth Animators and Regional
Youth Office Bearers from al 11 Dioceseas were
present (online) to mark the occasion.

Rev. Fr. Dominic Geroge, the outgoing RYD,
thanked the Chairman all Directors and youth
for their whole hearted support during his tenure
as RYD. He also thanked and appreciated the
hardwork and generous service rendered by
RLYD Rev. Sr. Darshana FSLG. Fr. Dominic
George took the charge of Regional Youth Office
on 14 January 2018. Thus, he completed his term
on May 1, 2001. During his tenure, the Youth
Ministry in the Region started the following:

- Annual get-together of LOP fruits/products

- Prichay Milan (match making programme)

- Faithbook

- Regional Website

- Ephata, Podcast series and created youth
database for the Region.

At present Fr. Dominic Pinto is the Diocesan
Youth Director and also the Director of the
Pastoral Centre, Lucknow. The AGRADIANCE
wishes new RYD God's blessings and best of
luck in his ministry.

NEWS

INTERNATIONAL ri%‘

Rev. Fr. Wilfred Moras is the new Rector
of St. Joseph's Reglonal Semmary, PrayagraJ

Prayagraj, 24 June. Rev. Fr. Wilfred Moras,
52, of Lucknow Diocese is been appointed as
the new Rector of St. Joseph's Regional
Seminary, Prayagraj, U.P. He is replacing the
outgoing Father Rector Fr. Ronald Tellis (of
Jhansi) who was on the staff for last 11 years
and served as Rector for last 5 years.

Rev. Fr. Wilfred was installed here in the
Seminary Chapel by the Chairman Bishop Most
Reyv. Dr. Raphy Manjaly, the Archbishop of Agra.
Rev. Fr. A. Sebastian, Vice Rector was also
present on the occasion.

Ordained on April 27, 1997 Rev. Fr. Wilfred
holds a Masters Degree in English (Lit.)
Bachelor's Degree in Education. Besides these
he has done Licenticate in Communication from
Urbania University, Rome and Doctorate in
Missiology. Prior to his present assignment he
has served as the Director of Regional Pastoral
Centre Nav Sadhana, Varanasi, since 2017-
2021.

The Agradiance congratulates him on being
appointed Rector of his own 102 years old Alma
Mater. We wish him all God's blessings and
prayerful support.

| AGRADIANCE

[32]

O MAY - JULY - 2021 |




atfd
L Gone, but not forgotten... ¥

n* 38 '«n rri.‘- Ty

Berrie Jaction (1. Mary's Agra) 134211 Glen Scafe (e Miry 2 Rara) 20,421

n% 2"6&‘ qm?w }g?-frﬂ

Ritaius Anhony B (Cath)35.21  Raleev F mveel Norda) 8521




ol N -

Bost Cormplimen®s Trom
With Beit Lo The Manager, Principal, Staff & Students of

Pocket- F Sector Beta-1l'Greater Noida, G.B. Nagar, U.P. India
Email: contact@agnelgreaternoida.org | Web: www.agnelgreaternoida.org

For Private Circulation Only

Printed at Edited and Published by
St. Joseph’s Printing School Fr. E. Moon Lazarus
Motilal Nehru Road, Agra-3 Cathedral House

Ph. : 9457777308 Wazirpura Road, Agra-282 003
E-mail : agradiance(@yahoo.com




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36

