
Dear Educators,

On this Teacher's Day, we salute the dedication, compassion, 
and wisdom of every teacher who continues to inspire, guide, 
and transform lives. A teacher's inuence reaches far beyond 
the classroom, shaping generations with values, knowledge, 

and hope.

Let us celebrate you — the mentors, guides, and nation-
builders — who truly are the light of learning and the heart of 

education.

With gratitude and prayers,
CBCI Ofce for Education and Culture
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Teachers
The Light of Hope in Our 
Classrooms

LESSON 1

Each year, September 5 dawns as a day of  
g ra t i tude,  when  Ind ia  bows  before  i t s  
teachers—the weavers of thought, character, and  
destiny. In Catholic schools, this day becomes a  
prayer in action, for teaching is not just work but  
worship: a calling to walk in the footsteps of Christ  
the Teacher, who still whispers truth and light  
through His witnesses in the classroom. Teachers  
are the golden thread that binds wisdom to  
wonder, learning to life, and values to the choices  
that shape our world.  Our teachers are like living  
Wi-Fi bridges—connecting knowledge with  
wisdom, textbooks with real life, and values with  
action that makes a difference.
Yet, we must also face today's reality: teachers in  

India are burdened with rising expectations,  
technological  transit ions, administrat ive  
overload, and societal pressures. Many feel  
undervalued or exhausted. If we wish our schools  
to remain places of joy and transformation, we  
must care for our teachers' well-being, provide  
continuous formation, and restore dignity to their  
vocation. The Catholic Bishops' Conference of  
India has repeatedly emphasized that “teachers  
are the heart of Catholic education”—without  
them,  our  miss ion fa l ters .  Suppor t ing ,  
encouraging, and standing by our educators is  
therefore a moral imperative.

The late Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan,  
whose birthday inspires Teacher's Day,  
once remarked: “The true teachers are  
those who help us think for  ourselves.” 

In Catholic schools, our  teachers do 
even more—they  inspire young people 

to think with 
faith, reason, and compassion. 

They plant the seeds of 
integrity, empathy, and justice 

that later blossom into lives 
of service. One can think of 

countless teachers who 
have gone beyond duty: a 
Sister in a remote village 

school who walks miles every 
morning to reach her students; or 

a lay teacher in an urban slum  school 
who quietly sacri�cesher  salary so 
that children can have  books. These 
stories remind us  that teaching is a 
profound act of  hope.

As we celebrate this Teacher's Day, let us  
recommit ourselves to cherishing teachers not  
only with words of praise but also through  
concrete action. Let us create spaces of  
collaboration, renewal, and care where teachers  
can flourish. When we invest in our teachers, we  
invest in the very soul of Catholic education. May  
every Catholic educator hear afresh the words of  
Jesus: “You are the light of the world” (Mt  
5:14)—a light that shines most brightly in the  
classroom.
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